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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
College English IV has been developed for the twelfth grade student who has demonstrated proficiency in reading and composition.  This Course of 
Study is designed to heighten the students’ understanding of the juxtaposition of World History and the corresponding literary period and 
movements. The student is exposed to all areas of communication arts - reading, writing, speaking, listening and critical viewing, but the approach is 
an integrated one.  In addition, students will be exposed to various media including art and music, which will further advance their awareness of 
cultural influence. Composition, discussion and shared inquiry techniques are used as reinforcements for reading and critical thinking skills.   
Reading and critical thinking drive the writing process.  Vocabulary development is an inherent part of reading and composition activities.  Similarly, 
speaking, listening and critical viewing skills are developed on a daily basis through formal instruction and practice in forms of oral communication. 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in 
the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester 
courses.  
 
Since students and their parents have made a commitment to a rigorous program, the depth and the amount of required work are designed to be 
challenging.   Students are required to complete a relevant summer reading that will be incorporated into the curriculum throughout the year. 
During the year, in addition to regularly assigned classroom selections, students are required to complete independent readings from an assigned list 
each marking period.  Students will also complete a series of research projects, culminating in a formal research paper on a selected topic related to 
world literature. 

 
The purpose of this revision is to include the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards for Technology. In addition, this revision incorporates additional instructional activities to address the new standards, adds essential 
questions and enduring understandings, adds 21st Century skills and texts, and updates bibliographic information.
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom 
and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the texts 
and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 

For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the following link - http://njcdd.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf. Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) must adhere to the recommended 
modifications outlined in each individual plan. 
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GENERAL GOALS 

 
The students will: 
 

1.   understand the literary contribution of specific cultures to the body of world literature. 
 
2.   study, in depth, classic literary selections from the body of world literature as a means of exploring universal elements. 
 
3.   establish a broad background of reading experiences that emphasize close textual analysis as well as a comprehensive study of all 
      literary genres. 
 
4.   master an increasingly sophisticated repertoire of rhetorical techniques for written and oral communication. 
 
5.   refine and utilize research skills necessary to write a research paper. 
 
6.   use technology tools for writing, researching and presenting. 
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Shared Inquiry Writing process Pieces 
Reading projects Revised Writing 
Oral Presentations Literary Analysis paper 
Novel Tests Timed Essay 
Research Process Research Paper 
Technology Presentations Metacognitive 

f  Creative Writing Pieces  
 

Reader Response  Reading 
 Journals Quizzes 

Article Annotations  Vocabulary 
Reading Projects  

 

Online Activities Class Discussions 
Group work Journals 
Vocabulary Reading Comprehension 

 Literature Circles Literary Letters 
Discussion Questions Creative Writing Pieces 

 

GRADING PROCEDURES 

 
 

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 50% 
(Tests/Projects/Presentations/Writing) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINOR ASSIGNMENTS 35% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK 15% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Grade – Full Year Course 

Full Year Course 
• Each marking period shall count as 20% of 

the final grade (80% total).  

The midterm assessment will count as 10% of the 
final grade, and the final assessment will count as 

10% of the final grade.  
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R E A D I N G S 
 
 
UNIT I – Quest Archetype 

Required Reading: 
Siddhartha – Herman Hesse 

Supplemental Reading: 
Mahabharata The 
Bhagavad-Gita The 
Ramayana 
 “Theseus” 
Epic of Gilgamesh 
Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali 

 
UNIT II – The College Essay 
 
UNIT III - Elements of Tragedy:  A Foundation of Classical Tragedy 

Required Reading:  “Poetics” –
Oedipus-Rex – Sophocles 
Death of a Salesman – Arthur Miller 
Hamlet – William Shakespeare 

Supplemental Reading: 
Antigone – Sophocles 
  

UNIT IV – 19th Century Romanticism and Realism 
Supplemental Reading: 

Enemy of the People, Henrik Ibsen  
A Doll’s House – Henrik Ibsen 
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UNIT V– Existentialism 
Supplemental Reading: 

The Metamorphosis – Franz Kafka 
The Stranger – Albert Camus  
Myth of Sisyphus – Albert Camus 
No Exit -  Jean Paul Sartre 
“Allegory of the Cave” - Plato 

 
UNIT VI – Investigation of Authors from the Americas/Africa/Middle East/Asia 

Students will select authors listed (from Unit 11 of the textbook) and an anthology of World stories for focused study:  
      Selma Lagerlof 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
Mark Mathathabane 
Isak Dinesen 
Margaret Atwood 
Jamaica Kincaid 
Zhang Jie 
Santha Rama Rau 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

COURSE PROFICIENCIES  
 
Course: ENG443 Title:  COLLEGE ENGLISH IV 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 
I. READING 

a)  develop a better understanding of themselves, of others, and of the world through language and literature.  
b)  identify a particular motif in literature:  the fall, the quest, the journey. 
c)  apply reading and vocabulary in different content areas. 
d)  read and recognize major literary sources and literary movements. 
e)  recognize recurring themes and universal elements inherent in the body of world literature.  
f) demonstrate an assimilation of concepts from previously studied works. 
g)  read several works by the same author of recognized literary merit and analyze them based on theme, style and tone.  
h)  read Greek tragedy and identify elements of its structure and literary significance. 
i) read and analyze works by authors from various cultures through multiple perspectives (visual, written, auditory). 
j) determine the impact of the culture on the language, given a work from a non-European country. 

 
II. WRITING 

a)  develop critical thinking skills by drawing conclusions and developing analogies. 
b)  select the appropriate tone and level of language for a given audience. 
c)  revise an essay to improve diction. 
d)  compose a variety of written responses for different purposes and audiences by using a variety of modes of discourse. 
e)  develop and enhance writing skills by writing essays of literary analysis, employing sound grammatical syntax, sentence variety, and 

effective organization. 
f) edit and revise their own and another’s written texts for content and organization. 
g)  use a thesaurus to expand the range of diction in a written response. 
h)  investigate in essay form a particular motif in literature:  the fall, the quest, the journey. 
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i) select a topic and write an original, comparative, textual analysis of several literary works. 
j) demonstrate skills in advanced forms of written discourse, including the ability to synthesize interpretation, employ logical analysis, 

and form valid judgments. 
k)  compose an essay in response to an open-ended question during a timed, in-class writing.  
l) critique essays written by peers using a holistic scoring method. 
m) write a literary research paper that synthesizes and cites data using researched information and technology to support writing.  
n)  critique published works for authenticity and credibility. 
o)  research criticism on a given prose selection or play. 
p)   become more proficient in their knowledge of the elements of personal narrative and 21st century text media. 

 
III. SPEAKING 

a)  develop  communication  skills  of  speaking,  listening,  reading  and  writing  by participating  in  oral  presentations,  readings  and  class 
discussions. 

b)  read works by authors from various cultures and exchange ideas in a shared inquiry. 
 
IV. LISTENING 

a)  recognize the act and importance of listening as a means of receiving meaningful communication. 
b)  recognize the act and importance of listening as a source of information, a stimulus to imagination, creativity, and expression of these.  
c)  recognize the act and importance of listening as a form of entertainment and a source of enjoyment. 

 
V. VIEWING AND MEDIA LITERACY 

a)  learn and use various media sources to support critiques and amplify understanding of course content.  
b)  use a variety of technologies as a tool for learning. 
c)  demonstrate an awareness of other art forms as instruments of communication. 
d)  analyze the effects of a given medium upon information gathered as part of research of given topic, including the particular biases of 

each source. 
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I. THE QUEST ARCHETYPE 
Essential Question(s): How and why do stories that span time and place share so common elements? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Archetypal characters, themes, and storylines are reimagined throughout different cultures. 
 
THE QUEST ARCHETYPE 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

1. recognize   recurring   themes   and 
universal  elements  inherent  in  
the body of world literature.  (1e) 

 
 

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.7 
RL.11-12.10 
RL.9-10.9 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.3 

• after reading/viewing 
Joseph Campbell’s 
“Interview with Bill 
Moyers” and reading 
stories in this unit, create a 
board game to 
demonstrate their 
understanding of universal 
elements of the literature 
and the hero archetype. 

Teacher-generated rubric 
 

Campbell’s “Interview with Bill 
Moyers” found on YouTube 

2. demonstrate skills in advanced 
forms of written discourse, 
including the ability to synthesize 
interpretation, employ logical 
analysis, and form valid judgments.  
(2j) 

W.11-12.1a 
W.11-12.1b 
W.11-12.1c 
W.11-12.1d 
W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b 
W.11-12.2c 
W.11-12.2d 
W.11-12.2e 
W.11-12.2f 
W.11-12.3a 
W.11-12.3b 
W.11-12.3c 
W.11-12.3d 
W.11-12.3e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.10 
 

• create a conversation 
between Santiago   and   
Siddhartha   which will 
illustrate and compare, as 
well as contrast, the traits 
of the quest journey. 

 

Written script 
Oral presentation 
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THE QUEST ARCHETYPE 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

3. investigate in essay form a 
particular motif in literature:  
the fall, the quest, the journey. 

W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b 
W.11-12.2c 
W.11-12.2d 
W.11-12.2e 
W.11-12.2f 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
 

• compose an essay 
comparing the trials and 
exploits of one of the 
heroes to the student’s 
own experience. 

Written essay 
Peer review 

 

4. learn and use various media 
sources to support critiques   
and  amplify understanding of 
course content.  (5a) 

RI.11-12.7 
SL.11-12.2 

• using  the  pattern  for  a  
quest epic,  investigate  a  
hero  as shown in film 
media and create a T-
chart. 

 
 

Poster/visual presentation Suggested Sources: 
The Lion King 
The Wizard of Oz 
Forest Gump 
Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade 
 

5. demonstrate an awareness of 
other art forms as instruments 
of communication.  (5c) 

SL.11-12.5 
8.1.12.A.2 
9.2 

• using Microsoft Word, 
design an instruction 
manual for the heroic 
quest:  outline the steps 
of the heroic quest, 
including do’s and don’ts 
and then share with the 
class. 
 

Instruction Manual Rubric 
established with class and 
teacher 

 

6. identify a particular motif in 
literature:  the fall, the quest, 
the journey  (1b) 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.1 

• compare and contrast a 
contemporary example of 
the hero’s journey with 
that of any hero from 
Unit I. 

 
 

Compare/contrast essay  



ENG443  COLLEGE ENGLISH IV        13 
 
THE QUEST ARCHETYPE 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

7. apply reading the vocabulary in 
different content areas.  (1c) 

RL.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.10 

• identify specific 
vocabulary from 
Siddhartha in order to 
gain understanding. 

• deliver a speech focused 
on an individual life 
milestone that 
incorporates the 
vocabulary from above. 

Vocabulary quiz 
Students’ responses 
 
 
Student self-assessment 
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II. THE COLLEGE ESSAY 
Essential Question(s): What is the purpose of the college application essay?  

Enduring Understanding(s): The personal narrative reflects the true nature of understanding oneself. 
 
THE COLLEGE ESSAY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

8. edit and revise their own and 
another’s written texts for 
content and organization.  (2f) 

W.11-12.5 
9.2 

• write college application 
essays.  Students will peer-
revise for concise language 
and attention to audience. 

Completed application essays  

9. develop communication skills of 
speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing by participating in oral 
presentations, readings and 
class discussions.  (3a) 

SL.11-12.1a 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.2 
SL.11-12.3 
SL.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.5 
SL.11-12.6 

• conduct mock college 
admission interviews. 

Class participation  

10. revise an essay to improve 
diction.  (2c) 

W.11-12.5 
L.11-12.5b 
L.11-12.6 

• use a thesaurus to elevate 
choice of vocabulary. 

Thesaurus  

11. critique essay written by peers 
using the holistic scoring 
method.  (2l) 

WS.11-12.5 • use a holistic scoring 
method to evaluate one 
another’s papers. 

Holistic Rubric  

12. become more proficient in their 
knowledge of the elements of 
personal narrative and 21st 
Century text media.  (2p) 

W.11-12.3a 
W.11-12.3b 
W.11-12.3c 
W.11-12.3d 
W.11-12.3e 

• after reading several 
samples of college essays 
(personal narratives), 
identify elements and 
apply to their own writing. 

The College Essay  
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III. ELEMENTS OF CLASSICAL TRAGEDY 
Essential Question(s): How has modern man co-opted the elements of classical tragedy and how have they changed? 

Enduring Understanding(s): The importance of lessons learned from models of the past. 
 
ELEMENTS OF CLASSICAL TRAGEDY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

13. develop communication skills   
of speaking, listening, reading 
and writing by participating in 
oral presentations, readings and 
class discussions.  (3a) 

SL.11-12.1a 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.2 
SL.11-12.3 
SL.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.5 
SL.11-12.6 

• lead a seminar based on 
the reading of a Greek 
tragedy of choice. 

Class participation  
Completed evaluation form 
Self-assessment 

 

14. develop and enhance writing 
skills by writing essays of literary 
analysis, employing sound 
grammatical syntax, sentence 
variety, and effective 
organization. (2e) 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.7 
RL.11-12.10 
 

• identify a theme from one 
of the tragedies read in this 
unit, conduct a web-based 
research activity, and then 
write an essay analyzing a 
modern day example this 
theme. 

Analytical essay 
Peer review 

 

15. develop critical thinking skills by 
drawing conclusions and 
developing analogies.  (2a) 

LS.11-12.5a 
LS.11-12.5b 

• annotate Miller’s “Tragedy 
and the Common Man” to 
evaluate the rationale for 
Willy Loman being a tragic 
hero in Death of a 
Salesman. 

 
 

Teacher evaluation 
Student annotations 

Arthur Miller’s “Tragedy and the 
Common Man” 
Notability App 



ENG443  COLLEGE ENGLISH IV        16 
 
ELEMENTS OF CLASSICAL TRAGEDY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

16. read works be authors from 
various cultures and exchange 
ideas in a shared inquiry.  (3b) 

FL.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.1a 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 

• using Bradley’s essay, “The 
Substance of 
Shakespearean Tragedy,” 
conduct a shared inquiry 
about whether Hamlet or 
Macbeth best qualifies as a 
Shakespearean tragedy. 

 
 
 

Discussion participation 
Written shared inquiry 

 

17. read a Greek tragedy and 
identify elements of its structure 
and literary significance.  (1h) 

FL.11-12.10 • Use Aristotle’s definition of 
tragedy to identify the 
structural elements of 
Oedipus Rex or Hamlet as 
the paradigm of classical 
tragedy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analytical essay  
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ELEMENTS OF CLASSICAL TRAGEDY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

18. compose a variety of written 
responses for different purposes 
and audiences by using a variety 
of modes of discourse.  (2d) 

W.11-12.1a 
W.11-12.1b 
W.11-12.1c 
W.11-12.1d 
W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b 
W.11-12.2c 
W.11-12.2d 
W.11-12.2e 
W.11-12.2f 
W.11-12.3a 
W.11-12.3b 
W.11-12.3c 
W.11-12.3d 
W.11-12.3e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.1a 
L.11-12.1b 
L.11-12.2a 
L.11-12.2b 
L.11-12.3 
L.11-12.4b 
L.11-12.4c 
L.11-12.6 
9.2 
 
 
 
 
 

• write a series of journal 
entries or a poem, or a 
“lost soliloquy” from the 
perspective of a minor 
character in 
Oedipus/Hamlet, 
culminating in the 
composition of a speech 
that character might 
deliver. 

Journal response 
Poem 
Soliloquy 
Written speech 
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ELEMENTS OF CLASSICAL TRAGEDY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

 

19. research criticism on a given 
prose selection or play.  (2o) 

RI.11-12.10 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
8.1.12.D.2 

• use media center 
databases to research and 
annotate critical sources 
on Oedipus to determine 
the role of the female in 
ancient Greek culture. 

Written annotation  

20. recognize the act and 
importance of listening as a form 
of entertainment and source of 
enjoyment.  (4c) 

SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.3 

• view and listen to scenes 
from Hamlet performed by 
their classmates. 

Class participation  
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IV. 19th CENTURY ROMANTICISM AND REALSIM 

Essential Question(s): How important is the individual in affecting change on the whole society? 

Enduring Understanding(s): How societal institutions (marriage, work place, politics) have evolved in the last 200 years. 
 
19th CENTURY ROMANTICISM AND REALISM 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

21. read and recognize major 
literary sources and literary 
movements.  (1d) 

LF.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.10 

• using A Doll’s House or 
Enemy of the People, 
present a case for whether 
the story is a model of 
romanticism or realism. 

Class participation 
Written brief 

 

22. analyze the effects of a given 
medium upon information 
gathered as part of research of 
given topic, including the 
particular biases of each source.  
(5d) 

RI.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.10 
8.1.12.D.2 

• use selected articles to 
investigate current issues 
related to Ibsen’s A Doll’s 
House from newspapers, 
magazines and electronic 
media. 

Graphic organizer Articles from SIRS database on 
media center homepage 

23. compose an essay in response to 
an open-ended question during 
a timed, in-class writing.  (2k) 

W.11-12.1a 
W.11-12.1b 
W.11-12.1c 
W.11-12.1d 
W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b 
W.11-12.2c 
W.11-12.2d 
W.11-12.2e 
W.11-12.2f 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.1a 
L.11-12.2b 
L.11-12.6 

• based upon a student 
reading, write an essay 
under timed conditions 
related to a required text 
or supplementary reading 
from the unit. 

State Rubric  

 

ISSUE ARTICLE 
STATEMENT 

QUOTE FROM PLAY 
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V. EXISTENTIALISM 
Essential Question(s): How does the individual create meaning in life? 

Enduring Understanding(s): Life is a series of choices:  we have to take personal responsibility to make those choices. 
 
EXISTENTIALISM 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

24. select a topic and write an 
original, comparative textual 
analysis of several literary works.  
(2i) 
 
determine the impact of culture 
on the language, given a work 
from a non-European country.  
(1j) 

RL.11-12.3 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
L.11-12.1a 
L.11-12.1b 
L.11-12.2a 
L.11-12.2b 
L.11-12.3 

• after reading Camus’ The 
Stranger and Bloom’s 
“Lost in Translation”, 
discuss how an author’s 
original message is 
affected when a story is 
translated into another 
language. 

Written shared inquiry Ryan Bloom’s “Lost in 
Translation” 

25. develop a better understanding 
of themselves, of others, an of 
the world through language and 
literature.  (1a) 

RLS.11-12.2 
RLS.11-12.10 

• after taking a leading 
recognized personality 
test, develop an e-
Harmony©-style profile for 
yourself. 

The Dating Profile e-Harmony.com, match.com, 
etc. 

26. edit and revise their own and 
another’s written texts for 
content and organization.  (2f) 

W.11-12.5 • use Kafka’s “Letters to His 
Father” to evaluate the 
relationship between 
Kafka and his father, 
particularly as it applies to 
that between Gregor and 
Mr. Samsa.  Students will 
then edit their own and 
another’s response for 
content and organization. 

Written response 
Peer review 
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EXISTENTIALISM 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

27. critique published works for 
authenticity and credibility.  (2n) 

RSIT. 11-12.1 
RSIT.11-12.5 
8.1.12.D.2 
9.2 

• use the media center data 
bases to choose and 
evaluate a piece of literary 
criticism on The Stranger, 
focusing on the credibility 
of the source based on 
the author’s credentials 
and supporting evidence 
present in the work. 

Written response www.lib.berkeley.edu 
owl.english.perdue.edu/owl/ 

28. recognize the act and 
importance of listening as a 
means of receiving meaningful 
communication.  (4a) 

SL.11-12.1a 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.2 
SL.11-12.3 

• listen and take notes on 
teacher lecture regarding 
the Concepts of 
Existentialism. 

Notebook check  

 

  

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/
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VI. INVESTIGATION OF AUTHORS FROM THE AMERICAS/AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST/ASIA 

Essential Question(s): How does the process shape the writer’s product? 

Enduring Understanding(s): The importance of evaluating the accuracy, validity, and authenticity of sources 
 
INVESTIGATION OF AUTHORS FROM THE AMERICAS/AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST/ASIA 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

29. read works by authors from 
various cultures and exchange 
ideas in a shared inquiry.  (1i) 

SL.11-12.1a 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.3 
SL.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.6 

• choose an eastern/middle 
eastern author to read, 
research and present to 
the class through shared 
inquiry. 

Class participation This is a student-centered unit 

30. read several short stories by 
authors of recognized literary 
merit and analyze them based 
on theme, style and tone.  (1g) 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.10 

• select three readings and 
determine how theme, 
style and tone contribute 
to the author’s purpose 
with emphasis on 
differences between 
selections. 

Dialectic response  

31. demonstrate an assimilation of 
concepts from previously 
studied works.  (1f) 

RL.11-12.10 • create a possible project 
for a film based on stories 
in the unit.  They will 
prepare a proposal 
explaining the appeal 
based on assimilation of 
concepts previously 
studied. 

Proposal:  story board written 
Class feedback 

 

32. select the appropriate tone and 
level of language for a given 
audience.  (2b) 

W.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.6 

• identify a related theme 
appearing in three to five 
works and formulate an 
original thesis which 
traces the theme. 

Outline thesis  
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INVESTIGATION OF AUTHORS FROM THE AMERICAS/AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST/ASIA 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
      (Numbers in parentheses indicate  
coordination with the Course Proficiencies) 

Standards SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER 
NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

33. write a literary research paper 
that synthesizes and cites data 
using researched information 
and technology to support 
writing.  (2m) 

W.11-12.9a 
W.11-12.9b 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b 
W.11-12.2c 
W.11-12.2d 
W.11-12.2e 
W.11-12.2f 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
L-11-12.1a 
L.11-12.1b 
L.11-12.2a 
L.11-12.2b 
L.11-12.3 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.2 

• after selecting a research 
question based upon 
electronic literary sources, 
develop a hypothesis, 
gather critical 
information, evaluate 
sources, and write an 
analytical essay. 

Preliminary work 
Research paper 
Student self-assessment 

 

34. use a thesaurus to expand the 
range of diction in a written 
response.  (2g) 

L.11-12.4c • choose a piece from their 
work folders and identify 
ten words that can be 
revised for precision. 

Teacher evaluation 
Revised writing sample 

Use a thesaurus to revise 

35. use a variety of technologies as a 
tool for learning.  (5b) 

RI.11-12.7 
W.11-12.6 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.2 

• use media center 
databases and/or a Web 
search. 

Teacher evaluation EBSCO, JSTOR, Discovering 
Series, Blooms, etc. 
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APPENDIX A SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
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A U T H E N T I C A S S E S S M E N T 
 

The students will: 
1.   develop communication skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing by participating in and reading oral reports, oral readings and class 

discussions. 
2.   use a variety of technologies to make a class presentation:  video taping and audio taping equipment. 
3.   develop a better understanding of themselves, of others, and of the world through language and literature. 
4.   select the appropriate tone and level of language for a given audience. 
5.   create a subtext for a character from a given play. 
6.   read and organize major literary sources and literary movements. 
7.   recognize recurring themes and universal elements inherent in the body of world literature. 

 
 
Task Performance 
Life Network has decided that it would like to emphasize programs for a female audience.  In order to begin this idea, the controller has decided that 
the TV station will begin a series about the changing roles that women have played in history as demonstrated through their portrayal in classical 
literature.  The intent is to present a current presentation of classical literary selections which will be introduced and discussed by a narrator or 
panel (similar to the narrator on A&E’s Biography series).   Students will select one of the literary pieces listed and prepare a simulation of 
their presentation which may include interviews with the author and/or main characters.  Student-generated questions will demonstrate an 
understanding of the literary selection as well as an awareness of the interests of a contemporary female audience.  Lifetime would like to be able 
to market the full series to educational institutions all over the world, therefore, a multicultural approach is encouraged. 

 
The producers have set a date of 
of the following selections may be chosen for the project. 

for all companies vying for the contract to share an oral presentation of their work.  Any one 

 
Requirements 

Narrator 
Script:  Some works will have to be rewritten for the TV medium. 

 
                    Antigone – Sophocles   Madame Bovary – G. Flaubert  Joy Luck Club – Amy Tan 
                    Anna Karenina – Leo Tolstoy                     A Doll’s House – Henrik Ibsen 
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O R A L P R E S E N T A T I O N R U B R I C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAME:   CLASS:   DATE: 
  

 
 

 EXPERT ACCEPTABLE NOVICE 
 
 
 

       UNDERSTANDING OF 
               LITERATURE 

Demonstrates a sophisticated under- 
standing of the literary selections. 
Presenter considers linguistic and 
structural complexities of the text; 
recognizes and deals with ambiguities 
in the text and explores multiple 
possibilities of meanings. 

Demonstrates an understanding of 
the text.  Presenter reacts to text, 
but with less depth and explanation. 

Demonstrates a limited understanding 
of the literary selections 

 
 

AUDIENCE 
AWARENESS 

Demonstrates an awareness of 
audience and effectively designs 
questions and discussions to cater to 
their interests. 

Demonstrates an awareness of 
audience and some questions and 
discussions cater to their interests. 

Demonstrates a limited awareness of 
audience. 

 
USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Integrates a variety of technology 
resources that enhance the 
presentation. 

Utilizes technology to support the 
presentation. 

Limited use of technology resources 

 
       PRESENTATION 

Voice, volume and eye contact are 
effective and convey enthusiasm and 
confidence. 

Voice is clear, volume is 
appropriate and eye contact is 
maintained. 

Voice is not clear, volume is 
irregular and eye contact is not 
maintained. 
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APPENDIX B     SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO 
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LANGUAGE ARTS SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO 
 
 
 
COURSE OF STUDY:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Growth in Writing Entry 
Best Writing Process Entry 
Reading Process Entry 
Technology Entry 
Oral Presentation Entry (Optional) 

 
 
 
GROWTH IN WRITING ENTRY 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
Selection – Expository Piece of Writing    
 
Targeted Skill: Grade   9 Development of introductory strategies 

Grade 10 Integrating primary sources 
Grade 11 Integrating primary and secondary sources 
Grade 12 Coherence (and adherence) to the thesis statement – attention to diction, clarity, unity 

 
Student Self-Assessment 

1. How did you go about writing this piece? How did you come up with the topic? 
2. What influenced you as you were working on this piece. 
3. Why did you select each of these pieces in your growth entry? 
4. What did you learn about writing and about yourself as a writer from composing these two pieces? 
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BEST PROCESS PIECE ENTRY 
 

Selection – Use of Writing Process    
 
Targeted Skill: Grade   9 Constructing an effective thesis statement 
 Grade 10 Research citations, note cards/quote chart, correct format 
  distinguishing between revision end editing 
 Grade 11 Revision strategies – delimiting a topic, identifying fallacies, bias, and 
  speculation in revising an essay’s argument 
 Grade 12 Effective revision techniques – synthesize, interpret, employ logical analysis, and 
  form valid judgments 

 
List additional pieces included with this entry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Self-Assessment 
1. How did you get started on this piece? How did you decide on a topic? 
2. What happened as you worked on it? How did you go about writing it? 
3. How did your ideas about the topic change from the beginning to the end of working on the piece? 
4. What were the hardest decisions to make as you worked on the piece?  How did you make them? 
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EVIDENCE OF READING PROCESS ENTRY 
 

Titles of pieces of work included in this entry: 
  
 
Targeted Skills: Grade   9 Metacognitive responses 
 Grade 10 Using “think-aloud” reading strategies and rubrics to evaluate student responses 
 Grade 11 Using “think-aloud” reading strategies with poetry 
 Grade 12 Dialectic responses 

 
Student Self-Assessment 

1. How did you go about choosing the work sample you have included? 
2. What did you learn about the reading process from doing the work you have submitted? 
3. How does the work you have included show what happens in your mind during the act of reading? 
4. What do the work samples you have included show about your strengths and weaknesses as a reader? 

 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY ENTRY 
 

Title of work included with this entry   
 
Targeted Skill: Grade 9 Create and manipulate information, independently and/or collaboratively to 
  solve problems and design and develop products. 
 Grade 10 Evaluate information sources for accuracy, relevance, and appropriateness 
 Grade 11 Make informed choices among technology systems, resources, and services 
  in a variety of contexts. 
 Grade 12 Produce a multimedia product using text, graphics, moving images, and sound. 

 
Student Self-Assessment 

1. Why did you select this work for the technology entry? 
2. What did you learn about technology? 
3. What did you learn about your strengths and weaknesses as a user of technology? 
4. What difficulties or challenges did you encounter as you completed this entry? What did you enjoy about the task? 

 
 
 



ENG443  COLLEGE ENGLISH IV         32 
 

ORAL PRESENTATION  (Optional) 
 

Title Presentation   
 
Targeted Skill: Grade   9 Teacher and peer evaluation rubric and a self-reflection 
 Grade 10 Effective use of persuasive speaking techniques in a 4-minute formal presentation 
 Grade 11 Content Skills – develop meaningful messages, details, sources 
  Delivery Skills – tone, voice modulation, eye contact, platform movement 
 Grade 12 Content Skills – clarity, accuracy 
  Delivery Skills – diction, demeanor 

 
Student Self-Assessment 

1. Why did you select this piece for the oral presentation entry? 
2. What did you learn about speaking and about yourself as a speaker from preparing and delivering this oral presentation? 
3. How does this presentation show something about your strengths and weaknesses as a speaker? 
4.    What difficulties or challenges did you fact as you prepared this oral presentation?  What did you especially enjoy about this task? 
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APPENDIX C     NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS  
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

3 - English Language Arts 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX D     OUTLINE OF WRITING SKILLS 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

WRITING SKILLS 
 

GRADE 8 
 

GRADE 9 
 

GRADE 10 
 

PROCESS-ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE 
   
Review paragraphing. Refine skills in 
writing introductory paragraphs, body 
paragraphs, concluding paragraphs. 
Introduction to introductory and 
concluding strategies 

Review effective introductory paragraph, 
body paragraph, and concluding 
paragraph development. 
Development of introductory strategies – 
linking information, background 
information, connections 

Introductory strategies and concluding 
techniques – quotes, anecdotes, statistics, 
analogy, compare/contrast, rhetorical 
questions, recapitulation 

 
Introduce the differences between 
summary writing and analytical writing 

Distinguish the different characteristics of 
summary writing from analytical writing 

Application of analytical writing skills 

 
Introduction to literary analysis using a 
primary source and literary present 

Development of expository essay with 
primary sources and literary criticism 

Development of expository essay with 
primary sources and literary criticism 

 
Elaboration and development of topic 
sentences within a writing piece 

Topic sentences – role in an expository 
essay – development of the thesis 
statement 

 

 
Application of appropriate prewriting 
strategies 

Application of appropriate prewriting 
strategies 

Application of appropriate prewriting 
strategies (charts, cause and effect 
quotes) to organize the analysis of 
literature 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

WRITING SKILLS 
 

GRADE 8 
 

GRADE 9 
 

GRADE 10 

PROCESS-ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE (continued) 
 
Development of revision skills – paragraph 
development, elaboration of ideas using: 
examples 
dialogue 
description 
explanation 

Development of revision skills for the 
expository essay with particular emphasis 
on the elements of the introductory 
paragraph 

Development of revision skills for the 
composition of the essay: 
development of “preview sentence” 
use of quotes to support the thesis 
effective quote integration 
use of “summary sentences” to “close” 
the paragraph 

 
Development of conferencing skills – 
clarity of feedback, specificity of needs for 
conference 

Continue development of peer review 
skills 

Peer review skills – refining the process of 
providing substantive feedback that is 
evaluated 

 
Development of editing skills – subject- 
verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent 
agreement, verb tense consistency, 
sentence structure, parallelism, active, 
passive voice, word choice 

Continue development of editing skills Continue development of editing skills 

 
Reinforce the difference between revision 
and editing 

Demonstrate understanding of the 
difference between revision and editing 

Demonstrate understanding of the 
difference between revision and editing 

 
Introduction to delimiting a topic: 
use of questions/hypotheses 
graphic organizers 

Delimit a topic Delimit a topic 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

WRITING SKILLS 
 

GRADE 8 
 

GRADE 9 
 

GRADE 10 

PROCESS-ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE (continued) 
 
Introduction to thesis statement 
identification 
practice in constructing and revising a 
thesis statement 

Construction of a thesis statement Provide for the seamless integration of a 
thesis statement in the introduction 

 
Self-assessment skills – identify areas for 
strengths and improvement 

Self-assessment skills – identify areas for 
strengths and improvement 

Self-assessment skills – identify areas for 
strengths and improvement 

MECHANICS, USAGE & STYLE 
Introduction to various techniques related 
to style: 
sentence structure 
placement of topic sentence 
introductory paragraphs 
use of figurative language 
word choice 

Sentence variety – to improve fluency, 
style, and clarity of writing 

Sentence variety – to improve fluency, 
style, and clarity of writing 

 
Use of transitions 
structural device between paragraphs for 
coherence 
stylistic device within paragraphs for the 
smooth integration of ideas 

Internal coherence: 
relate support to the topic sentence 
relate topic sentence to the thesis 
review use of transition between 
paragraphs 
relate topic sentence to the thesis 

Internal coherence: 
relate support to the topic sentence 
relate topic sentence to the thesis 
review use of transition between 
paragraphs 
relate topic sentence to the thesis 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

WRITING SKILLS 
GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 

MECHANICS, USAGE & STYLE (continued) 
 
Use of formal and informal language – 
apply appropriate diction depending on 
audience 

Use of voice – personal narrative essay 
versus the expository essay 

Use of point of view that reflects the persona of a 
literary character 

 
Review simple, compound, complex 
sentences, parts of speech, use of 
commas, colons, semi-colons, and 
apostrophes, run-on/fragment, 
capitalization.  Introduce hyphens, dashes, 
brackets, parenthesis, ellipses 

Review simple, compound, complex 
sentences, parts of speech, use of commas, 
colons, semi-colons, and apostrophes, run- 
on/fragment, capitalization.  Apply use of 
hyphens, dashes, brackets, parenthesis, and 
ellipses with quote integration. 

Review simple, compound, complex sentences, 
parts of speech, use of commas, colons, semi- 
colons, and apostrophes, run-on/fragment, 
capitalization. Apply use of hyphens, dashes, 
brackets, parenthesis, and ellipses with quote 
integration 

 
 Analyze a piece of text for appropriate use 

of hyphens, dashes, brackets, parenthesis, 
and ellipses 

Apply appropriate use of hyphens, dashes, 
brackets, parenthesis, and ellipses in student 
writing 

 
Vocabulary development – appropriate 
word choice to convey meaning 
multiple meanings of words 
context clues 
synonyms/antonyms 

Vocabulary development – to improve 
fluency, style, and clarity of writing 

Vocabulary development: 
to improve diction in writing 
to develop an understanding of connotation and 
denotation 
to apply structural analysis (SAT) 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
WRITING SKILLS 

GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 
 

PRODUCTS 
   

Refining various modes of writing – 
expository, narrative, persuasive, 
descriptive; develop an understanding of 
the characteristics, purpose, and audience 
for each mode. 

Expository essay – literary analysis Refine the composition of various modes of writing 
– narrative, descriptive, persuasive, expository 

 
Development of skills in selecting writing 
topics – writing territories 

Writing a précis Writing a précis 

 
Journal writing – generate ideas for 
writing, reflect on writing 

Journal writing – generate ideas for writing, 
reflect on writing 

Journal writing – generate ideas for writing, reflect 
on writing 

 
  Compose a research paper whose focus is the 

analysis of literary elements, such as literary 
devices, symbols, explication of a literary piece, 
comparison of two works,  study of an author’s 
style, or analysis of a theme 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

WRITING SKILLS 
 

GRADE 8 
 

GRADE 9 
 

GRADE 10 

RESEARCH 
 
Using primary sources to support 
interpretation – quote integration 
essays 
literary journals 
literary analysis 

Quote integration – use of MLA format 
introduction, description, lead in 
quote 
analysis, explanation 

Integration of fragment quote utilizing 
brackets and ellipses 
Use of secondary sources to support thesis 

 
Development of  note taking and outlining 
skills 

Development of note taking skills and 
outlining skills 

Outlining skills – to organize writing for 
coherence and cohesion 

 
Introduction to paraphrasing - models Paraphrasing Paraphrasing – use of literary criticism 

 
Evaluating sources for authenticity, 
authorship, validity, currency 

Evaluating sources for authenticity, 
authorship, validity, currency 

Evaluating sources for authenticity, 
authorship, validity, currency 

 
Reinforce appropriate use of parenthetical 
citations 

Reinforce appropriate use of parenthetical 
citations with primary sources 

Reinforce appropriate use of parenthetical 
citations with primary and secondary sources 

 
Introduction to work cited format Development of work cited format Development of works cited list and special 

rules governing form as cited in research 
manual 

 
Apply knowledge to avoid plagiarism for 
written composition 

Apply knowledge to avoid plagiarism for 
written composition 

Apply knowledge to avoid plagiarism for 
written composition 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
WRITING SKILLS 

GRADE 11 GRADE 12 
 

PROCESS-ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE 
Enumeration of specific points that support thesis statement in 
the introductory paragraph. 
Refinement of introductory and concluding strategies 

Demonstrate skills in advanced forms of written discourse 
including the ability to synthesize, interpret, employ logical 
analysis, and form valid judgments 

 
Integration of quotes – use of models to review and revise 
writing; focus on placement of quotes in text and purpose of 
quotes in text 

Integration of quotes – use of models to review and revise writing; 
focus on placement of quotes in text and purpose of quotes in text 

 
Revise an essay’s argument.  Be able to 
rebut counter arguments using primary and secondary sources.  
Identify fallacies, bias, and speculation. 
Refine process of providing substantive feedback that is 
evaluated 

Revise an essay to improve diction, specificity, and clarity 
Refine the process of providing substantive feedback that is 
evaluated 

 
Apply proofreading and editing skills appropriately Apply proofreading and editing skills appropriately 
 
Apply skills for delimiting a topic Apply skills for delimiting a topic 
 
Formulate a thesis statement that is original, creative, and 
innovative 

Formulate an implied thesis that is original, creative, and 
innovative 

 
Self-assessment skills – identify strengths and areas of 
improvement 

Self-assessment skills – identify strengths and areas of 
improvement 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
WRITING SKILLS 

GRADE 11 GRADE 12 
 

MECHANICS, USUAGE & STYLE 
Apply appropriate style in written composition: 

a. active/passive voice 
b. parallel structure 
c. varied sentence structure 
d. use of “to be” verbs 
e. run-on/fragments 
f. use of clichés 
g. diction 
h. participles, appositives and clauses 
i. clarity of expression 
j. use of allusions 

Apply rules of grammar, syntax, sentence variety, and 
organization – (B.C.E. 4 and Foundations of English 4 – review 
of these skills) 

 
Identify and apply internal coherence 
Apply transition skills 

Review a variety of coherence techniques 

 
Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

 
Apply a variety of vocabulary skills to determine meaning, such as 
use of context clues, denotation, connotation, Greek and Latin 
roots, prefixes, suffixes, synonyms, and antonyms 

Apply various techniques denotation, connotation, context 
clues, syntax to develop vocabulary 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
WRITING SKILLS 

GRADE 11 GRADE 12 
 

PRODUCTS 
Analyze characteristics of modes of writing to determine 
appropriate mode for selected prompts 

Determine appropriate mode of writing for different purposes 
and audiences and be able to support choice 

 
Identify and apply internal coherence 
Apply transition skills 

Review a variety of coherence techniques 

 
Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

 
Apply a variety of vocabulary skills to determine meaning, such as 
use of context clues, denotation, connotation, Greek and Latin 
roots, prefixes, suffixes, synonyms, and antonyms 

Apply various techniques denotation, connotation, context 
clues, syntax to develop vocabulary 

 
RESEARCH 

  
Apply paraphrasing skills to develop understanding of prose, 
poetry and literary criticism 

Apply paraphrasing skills to develop understanding of prose, 
poetry and literary criticism 

  
Apply knowledge to avoid plagiarism for written compositions Apply knowledge to avoid plagiarism for written compositions 
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